


We don’t often focus on the ascension in
our preaching and teaching. It is hard to
explain. It's a mystery. And it ieally
important.

After Jesus wagaised and before he
ascended, he spent forty days with his
disciples preparing them for his leaving.
He promised that when he went away, he
would send his Spirit and they would be
“clothed with power from on high”
(Luke 24:49)

In the Gospel of John, Jesus says, “the
one who believes in me will do the
works that | do and, in fact, will do
greater works than these, because | am
going to the Father.”

Wow! Those are some incredible

promises. Jesus leaves so he can send

his spirit and we will do greater works
than he did!

So, how we understand the ascension
makes all the difference. Jesus left!
Either we are on our own (limited by our
own power) or we are part of a God
mission (limited only by his power).
Either we have a great story from the
pastor we are part of a developing story.

Too often we live like Jesus left and now
it’s all up to us.

Tom Beers talks about the mystery of

the ascension. He says, “God has
chosen to use churches ordinary
gatherings of ordinary people ... in the

most extraordinary work of bearing the
transforming power of the gospel into
the world.”

Do you believethat God has given First
Baptist Church of Manlius something to
offer, which people desperately need,

and which we can uniquely and
powerfully provide?

What do you understand that to be?
What are these “greater works” that God
is empowering us to do? What is the
transforming power of the Gospel?

| believe that Jesus came into this world
to show us God'’s love. All his miracles
were to exhibit God’s compassion and
love. His greatest work at the cross
showed us God's love. The “greater
works” that God will do through us are
to exhibit his love in this world.

How can we show God’'s love for this
world? Is it in welcoming a refugee
family into our community? Is it
through our care for the children in our
church family and in our community? Is
it compassion for someone who has lost
their job or praying for those in need of
healing? What are the “greater works”
God is giving us to do?

What'’s your take on the ascension?

Faithfully,

Pastor Leon

PS — Rosey and | are looking forward to
attending  graduation at  Cornell
University on Sunday, May 24 when our
son, Ben, receives his Masters in
Business Administration.

PSS - Our younger son, Nate, is keeping
us excited as he plans a wedding with his
fiancée, Danielle, on  Saturday,
September
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Thank you for the prayers, cards, calls, encouragement, and other acts of kindness you (my
Church Family) have shown me concerning my new knee. Am so blessed to be a part of
such a loving family. God bless you and continue to make you a blessing!!!

Love, Jo Ann

Thank you to all those who remembered me with cards, calls, and visits while | was in the
hospital and rehab; | really appreciated them! --Bob Mapstone

Dear secret pal ~ Thank you for the beautiful Easter daffodil plant! It really added a touch of
spring to my kitchen. You are special! --Mary Jane Davis

To my secret pal ~ Once again, you've made a holiday even more special by thinking of me.
Thank you for the continuing shower of special remembrances on each
and every holiday! Blessings, Jill Doss

To the Church Family ~ My dad, mom and | would like to thank the church family for the
beautiful Easter tulip plant given to my dad. He was so surprised when we brought the plant
to him at the nursing home. He still has the poinsettia from Christmas!! He truly loves plants

and this one certainly brought a big smile to his face. It is so nice that he is remembered in
such a beautiful way! Thanks from all of us,
but most especially my dad!  Jill Doss

First of all, thank you for continued prayer for my sister Peggy and her son, Greg. Peg (82)
continues to cope with her blindness and knowing she has had malignant cancer in her body.
Because, she was not prepared to have more nodes taken she and medical personnel have no
idea if there are more cancer cells in other nodes. She is scheduled for a Mammogram in
June so that may be a bit more definitive. Greg (62), her son, was diagnosed with Hepatitis C
last September. They believe this was a result of blood transfusions prior to 1980. It has
taken over six months for the government to agree to provide treatment. This finally started a
couple of weeks ago. | am grateful for your prayerful concern. --Marg Kerr

& ! 3 1 4
) # $ # # 1567869:2



x4 - /,01253 )4

MAY BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES
Birthstone — Emerald
Flower — Lily of the Valley 3. Jean & Tony Gaudio
) 8. Ellen & Mike Everly
1. Tiffany Mellor 18.  Eugene and Cecile White
Anna Ros 28.  Deborah & George Oley
2 Lorna Kerwin 30. Joni & Allan Dominy
3. Cameron Bates 31.  Lorna & Bob Kerwin
Joni Dominy
Randy Kerwin < | # + o ox
5. Mark Carlsen | #
Betty Heller ) # # # # 15678
6. John Granata 69::2 '
7. Marge Edwards

Cheyenne Platten
10. George Oley
Harold Ware
12. Doug Barber
14. Michael Everly

15. Hugo Herrera P/
17.  John Buskey “
18. Beverly Curr

Kathie Shevchuk
20. Sara Procopio
29. Jiovani Martinez
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Youth News
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Questions or comments for the Youth Team? Emaaltus
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Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2
9:30- 9-3:30 pm
11:30 am Iroquois
Stay ‘n Play Association
Gym Mtg.-United
Baptist
Church of
Scriba
3 ~ Youth Sunday 4 5 6 7 8 9
) 6:30 pm 4:00 pm 5-9 pm 9:30-
8:30 am Worship Diaconate | Finance Sue 11:30 am
9:45am  Sunday School Board Comm. Edwards’ Stay ‘n Play
11:00 am  Worship/Youth Meeting Meeting students Gym
12:15 pm  Ministry 6:30 pm recital
Support Meeting Trustees (sanctuary &
12:15 pm Missions Board Board chapel)
6:00 pm Youth Group Meeting 7:00 pm
7:00 pm Women'’s
Bell Choir Chorus
10 ~ Mother’'s Day 11 12 13 14 15 9:30- 16
Communion 7:00 pm 6 pm CE 11:30 am
Bell Choir Board Mtg. Stay ‘n Play
8:30 am Waorship 7:00 pm .
9:45 am Sunday School Women’s Pathfinder Youth
11:00 am Worship Chorus Retreat May 15-17
! Pathfinder Lodge
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
7:00 pm 7:00 pm No
8:30 am Worship Listening Executive Playschool
9:45 am Sunday School Session @ | Committee No Stay ‘n
11:00 am Worship FBC Syr. Meeting Play today
1:00 pm Mother-Daughter | jamesville | 7:00 pm
Luncheon (Gym) Bell Choir
24 ~ Guest Preacher 25 26 27 28 29 30
Memorial 8:00 am Playschool Playschool 6:30 pm
8:30 am Worship Day — Staff meeting | Graduation | Graduation Unity
9:45am  Sunday School Church No Stay 'n Fellowship
11:00 am Worship Office Play (Chapel)
Closed

31 ~ Pentecost Sunday

8:30 am
9:45 am
11:00 am

TBA:

Worship
Sunday School
Worship

Youth Group
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