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Our 40 Days of Purpose has drawn to a 
close.  This past Sunday we celebrated 
the things we have learned, the new 
commitments we have made, the 
affirmation of basic beliefs we hold and 
rejoiced in new possibilities we see.   
 
I am thankful that we journeyed together 
as a congregation.  I have heard people 
encourage each other, ask questions, 
share new thoughts, resist some thoughts 
and be challenged by others.  All of this 
is healthy and good.  Most often I heard  
appreciation for the small groups.  “I 
came to know people better.”  “I learned 
new things about people I have known 
for a long time.”  “I made a new friend.”  
All of these are typical comments shared 
with me.  Clearly, strengthening our 
connections is crucial for being Christ’s 
church.    
 
Sunday, December 3rd is the First 
Sunday in Advent.  We will light a 
candle and begin our movement toward 
the manger.   
 
Have you ever noticed that almost all the 
main characters in the Christmas story at 
some point must confront their fears?  
My sermons during Advent will look at 
4 biblical characters: John the Baptist, 
Joseph, Mary and the Shepherds as they 
overcome their fear and respond to 
God’s leading.   
 
We are living in days when fear is 
evident in our culture and in our 
individual lives.  How do we live beyond 
our fears?  What does faith teach us?  
How might we respond? 
 

 
December Worship Services: 
 

Sunday, December 3rd  
 

First Sunday of Advent: 
  Focus: Matthew 3:1-12 and the story  

of John the Baptist. 
  Communion Service 
 

 

Sunday, December 10th –  
  

Second Sunday in Advent: 
  Focus: Matthew 3:18-25 and the story  
   of Joseph.   

 

Sunday, December 17th –  
 

Third Sunday in Advent: 
  Focus: Luke 1:36-46 and the story of  

Mary. 
 

In the evening, we will gather for our  
church Christmas program with a 
musical play, “A Mountain Christmas 
Memory”.  
 
Sunday, December 24th –  
 

Fourth Sunday in Advent/Christmas.  
  Focus: Luke 2:8-20 and the story of  

the Shepherds. 
 

Christmas Eve Services: 
 5:00 p.m. – Children’s Service 
 7:30 p.m. – Candlelight Service 
       11:00 p.m. – Communion Service 
 
 

   Faithfully, 
 
 
   Pastor Leon 
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PRAYER REQUESTS  

 

Recent requests for prayers:  

Dorothy Benor  
Howard Blood  – Ellen Everly’s brother 
died in Seattle, Washington, Nov. 20th. 
Please Pray for :              Virginia Noble                    
Wanda Baker                                  Anita 
Rev. Bill Kerr                            Al Parker 
Ken Bex                             Ruth Costello                                         
Chester Smith                Frances Cowles 
Eugene White/Cecile White’s Aunt Irene     
Dean Morningstar’s mother 
John Newsom’s grandmother died in   
     November             
Pray for the family of Martha Trivelpiece, 
     who died on November 3rd. 
Pray for the Radell Family.  Ron’s  
     mother, Ethel, died on November 7th. 

 

PRAISES  

This is a note which came from Janet 
Congdon, Mildred Babcock’s niece: 

“I want to thank all the parishioners at 
First Baptist Church for being so kind to 
Mildred.  When she was able, she really 
enjoyed attending services.  Thank you 

all for your kindness.” 
New Address :   
Ms. Mildred Babcock 
VanDuyn Home and Hospital 
5075 West Seneca Turnpike,  
Room 415-4C 
Syracuse, NY   13215-2292 

~ ~ ~ 

“To my loving Church Family ~ Life goes 
on less as it does everywhere.  My 

problem is that everything is dimmer.  
Oh, but it could be so much worse.  

Seeing others so much worse in health 
and ability, I praise the Lord!  My family 
is in my prayers every day and I’m so 

grateful to the Lord for them.  Much love 
and prayers, Edith Laning.” 

 

Please call Elaine in the church office 
(682-8941) by Wednesday morning 

with prayer requests or praises.     

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS  
                    

                             Birthstone – Turquoise 
                      Flower – Narcissus 

 
 3. Bill Davison 
  Jessica Haase 
  Gary Johnson 
  7. Linda Tessier 
10. Michael Binder 
  Ethan Ros 
16. David Kerwin 
  Erin Kerwin 

 17. Courtney   
       Shevchuk 

18. Nancy Albanese 
19. Micah Granata 
20. Marjorie Lincoln 
21. Jason Morales 
24. Pauline Cole 
25. Jean Gaudio 
28. Virginia Noble 
29. Steven Ware 
                       
    ANNIVERSARIES  

 

  4. Cindy & Mark 
                  Mapstone 

  12. Carol & George  
                                          Davenport 

22. Shirley & Bob 
                   Mapstone        
31.          Jean & Gary    
                   Baker 
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The following are excerpts from a thank 
you from Pastor Mark Caruana at 
Tabernacle Baptist Church in Utica on 
behalf of their Refugee Ministry Team: 
 
“Your support enables a team of 
dedicated volunteers to minister to the 
spiritual, physical, and social needs of 
the growing ethnic Karen community* in 
Utica.  About 250 Karen Christians are 
part of our congregation. 
 
“These refugees face many challenges.   
- learning a new culture and 

language 
- working at low-wage jobs. 
- purchasing warm winter clothing. 

- Providing clothes, books and 
supplies for school-age children. 

- Finding good daycare and nursery 
school settings for pre-school age 
children. 

 
“Working with a regional food bank, we 
provide low-cost food items, diapers, 
and personal care items.  Through the 
generosity of friends like you, we have 
made certain that each new refugee has 
warm boots, coat, gloves, and hats. 
 
“Most important of all, we build 
relationships of trust and mutuality.  We 
have discovered that as we reach out 
with the love of Christ to the newest 
residents of our community, we receive 
far more than we give.  Your gift will 
enable us to continue this vital ministry 
of Christian hospitality and caring.  
Thank you for joining us in serving 
others in Jesus’ name.” 
* The Karen refugees are Baptists from 
Burma whose ancestors came to faith 
through the work of Adoniram Judson in 
the 1800s.  
  
 
 
 

 
 

Alexis and Melissa win the Food Pantry 
scavenger hunt at the November 12th 

Youth Group Get Together. 
 

                                        Kyle and                     
                                        Jeremy tally  
                                        points with 
                                       Mrs. Shevchuk  
                                       in the Food                
                                       Pantry 
scavenger hunt at the November 12th 
Youth Group Get Together. 
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        Where:   First Baptist Church – Gym 
  408 Pleasant Street 	
 Manlius, New York 

 

                                                     Phone:  682–8941 	
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December 17, 6 pm 
First Baptist Church Sanctuary 

 

�������

����	
���
������	��
�����
����������	�

�	���
����	������
���
���	�
�

�
���

���������
	��
 	������	��� ��	
����!	�������

���
��
�!������ � "�������	��� #�$
����
���
�

 
	�� ����
�� �
	����
�����	�� !����
�������
��	��%
���� � � �
��
	�!	
���

��	
��&����� '���
�
�&���� ���
����!����	�
�

(�
��	
�����	��������������
	�
���'���������������
 ����
	����	��
'������	
��
���
�����
	�����
�������

����������������������
�
	���������%�����&
��)#���

� � � � � � � � � �
777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777�

Here We Come a Caroling ~                               
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(Please bring 1 dozen cookies 
to share) 
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A Note from Fred Goddard ~  

“To the people of the First Baptist Church of Manlius, I love you all.  I’ve hated not being 
able to be with you, both on Sundays and other times.  Because I am so far away, I’ve 
been isolated, miles from church.  It has been very lonely for me, but I know I’m being 
prayed for.  I have attended two churches in the Weedsport area ~ the First Baptist 
Church of Weedsport and the Cavalry Bible Baptist Church in Elbridge.  It just wasn’t the 
same as our church.  Since I have been here in Weedsport, I have kept in contact with 
several members: Joni Dominy, Betty Heller, and Jean Lynn Buskey (to name a few).  
After being a member for 44 years, I don’t want to leave you.  I’m truly in an awkward 
situation, but my allegiance is to all of you.  I regret that I cannot see you all, but I’ve 
been praying for all of you too.  I’m glad I could send the story about my father.  I know a 
good many of you read it.  With so much time here at Evergreen Heights, I was finally 
able to put into words my feelings about my father since my mother died ~ a story that 
even I didn’t know totally before 1996.  I was glad to share it with you.  I’ve been reading 
the Bible every day.  My father wanted this.  The answers to problems are truly there.  
I’ve done very well on my medication since I’ve been here.  I take my own medicine and 
it’s working well.  I think the Lithium helps very much.  I just feel unsteady once in a 
while.  Thanks to all of you for your prayers.  May God bless you, Fred”  


