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From Your Pastor 
 
On Sunday, November 25th, Melissa 
Buskey will be baptized at the 11 a.m. 
service.  It is a wonderful moment when 
one steps forward to publicly proclaim 
her faith in Jesus Christ.  Plan to be 
present to rejoice with and support 
Melissa. 
 
In December, we celebrate the season of 
Advent.  In this season as we prepare to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus and 
remember what God has done, we also 
look forward to what God is yet to do.   
 
I will focus on several scriptures from 
Isaiah and Matthew.  The prophecies of 
Isaiah will challenge us to imagine what 
dramatic things God is yet to do. Can 
you imagine a world without war? A 
place where “lion and lamb” (the 
powerful and powerless) lay down (live 
peacefully) together?   
 
The stories from Matthew help us realize 
ways God has already fulfilled his 
promises.  We read verses such as “All 
this took place to fulfill what had been 
spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet:…” (1:22)  “Jesus answered 
them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear 
and see: the blind receive their sight, the 
lame walk, …’” (11:4-5) 
 
Faith calls us to live between the 
promises of God and the fulfillment of 
those promises.  In this season we realize 
that God has acted, is acting and there is 
still much God has promised to do.   
 
In a world where war, poverty, scandal  
and corruption are almost accepted as 
natural, where is our hope?  where do we 
place our trust?   
 

 
December worship services: 
 

Sunday, December 2nd  
 

Sermon: “What Do You Expect? 
Read: Isaiah 2:1-5 and  
  Matthew 24:36-44.   
We’ll observe the Lord’s Supper. 

 

In the evening will be the FM churches 
Lessons and Carols service. 
 

Sunday, December 9th –  
  

Sermon: “How is Your Vision?”  
Read: Isaiah 11:1-10 and  
  Matthew 3:1-12. 

 

Sunday, December 16th –  
 

Sermon: “Recognizing New Life!” 
Read: Isaiah 35:1-10 and  
  Matthew 11:2-11 
 

Joyful Sounds Choir Christmas  
musical “When Jesus was Born.” 
 

In the evening our church Christmas 
Program: “Broadcasting Christmas”. 

 

Sunday, December 23rd – 
 

Sermon: “God’s Surprises!” 
Read: Isaiah 7:10-16 
  Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Sunday, December 30th -- 
 

“Blessings Sunday” 
Read: Isaiah 63:7-9 
  Matthew 2:13-23 
Consider how God has blessed you in 
2007.  Share with your church family. 
 

   Faithfully, 
 
 
   Pastor Leon 
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PRAYER REQUESTS   
 

Recent Prayer Requests:  
Ruth Costello  – fell on Thursday, Nov. 
8th and is in Stonehedge Health & Rehab. 
Ctr., Room A13, 331 Russell St., 
Chittenango, NY  13037 (687-7255).   
Mr. & Mrs. Syracuse  – both have 
cancer – requested by Ana Corona 

Please Pray for : 
Virginia Noble                        Wanda Baker                                          
Kermit Breed, Jr.                          Al Parker                                  
Loretta Beuchert                       Licia Swain                                 
Mary Jane and Russell Davis          Connor                                 
Donna, Joyce McCartney’s sister 
Joe Malloy                             Mike Handzel                                        
Richard Fuller and his wife, Fran  
Barbara, Carol Davenport’s sister     
Virginia, Carol Davenport’s aunt     
Florence Cowles, Barbara Brace’s mother                               
Martin Short                   The Buskey family 
Abigail & Ruth, Dorcas Ambrosio’s sisters 
Jon Perry, Dave Knaebel’s friend 

~ ~ ~ 
I would like to thank all of you for 

continuing to pray for my sister, Loretta.  
She had her second lung surgery Monday, 
November 19th, and everything went very 

well.  Praise God! -Elaine LaFollette 
~ ~ ~ 

“To My Church Friends ~ Another year 
almost gone.  Thank God for giving me the 
health and health and pleasure of a great 
life.  Not that I’m getting younger or more 

able, but He has blessed me with the 
greatest Church family in the world.  

Flowers are still blooming, no frost as of 
yet.  My love and prayers for every one of 

my Church family.  –Edith Laning 
~ ~ ~ 

Please call the Church Office (682-8941) 
with any prayer requests or praises by 

Wednesday morning. Thank you. 
 

 

PRAISES 
 

“To the members of the congregation, it is 
with profound joy that I send to you my book.  
It’s my Christmas gift to you.  This month of 
December, Leon is gong to visit me.  I will 

give it to him then.  It will truly be good to see 
him again.  The book puts to rest some 
uncertainties in my mind concerning my 

father’s service in the army.  It has been said 
that writing is good for better mental health.  It 

was very therapeutic for me.  When I read 
what I had written, I felt peace, the peace of 
God which leads to all understanding.  Merry 

Christmas to each one of you, Fred Goddard.” 
~ ~ ~ 

For those of you who remember Harold and 
Bette Wetzel, Harold called the Church office 

and said that his wife, Bette, passed away 
June 30, 2006.  He wanted each of you to 

know what a wonderful religious institution the 
First Baptist Church of Manlius is and to wish 

each of you God’s blessings. 
 

            DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS  
Birthstone – Turquoise/Flower – Narcissus 

 3. Bill Davison 
  Jessica Haase 
  Gary Johnson 
  7. Linda Tessier 
10. Michael Binder 
16. David Kerwin 
  Erin Kerwin 

   17. Courtney   
         Shevchuk 

18. Nancy Albanese 
19. Micah Granata 
20. Marjorie Lincoln 
21. Jason Morales 
24. Pauline Cole 
25. Jean Gaudio 
28. Virginia Noble 
29. Steven Ware   
                         
            ANNIVERSARIES 
  4. Cindy & Mark Mapstone 

  12. Carol & George  
                                         Davenport 

22. Shirley & Bob Mapstone 
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January Newsletter 
Items Due : Monday, December 

17th 
 

You may email  
the items to 
fbcman@twcny.rr.com or 
place them in the 
secretary’s mail slot.  
Thank you�  
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                Contact persons: Al Dominy & Mark Mapstone 
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    WORLD MISSION OFFERING 
 
Thanks to all of the wonderful people of 
First Baptist Church - adults to youth to 
children!  Not only did we reach our goal of 
$2,000, we exceeded it by $373.19!!  
WOW, you are awesome and your Mission 
Board thanks you for s  t  r  e  t  c h i n g   

to and reaching beyond the goal.  Think of all those individuals our missionaries will reach 
for Christ because of your generosity and faithfulness.  May God richly bless each and 
every one of you!  The Mission Board: Jill Doss, Sally Lyon, Jean Lynn Buskey, Shirley 
Mapstone, Tom Shephard 

 

Retired Ministers & Ministry Offering 
 

     The Retired Ministers & Ministry Offering (RMMO) will take place during December.  
The Mission Board has set a goal of $1,000 for this offering.  This special offering 
benefits, as the name implies, retired ministers and missionaries.  The money raised is an 
offset to their salaries; and from personal comments from a few retired ministers we 
know, it is extremely helpful to them. This is your special way to say thank you to those 
who have served the Lord so faithfully over the years.   
 
Ministry Opportunity 
 

     The Mission Board is looking for an individual(s) who would be willing to be a point 
person  for the Wheels for the World .  We believe there are many people at First Baptist 
who will support this ministry with physical help, but we need a leader.  The job will 
include: 1) being contacted when someone donates a chair and leaves it at the church.  
2) see that the chair is delivered to storage.  3) when we have collected enough wheel 
chairs, make arrangements for chairs to be shipped to Wheels for the World.   
 

We believe our biggest problem of storage space has been helped by Community 
Covenant Church (located on Pleasant Street) offering to help store these wheelchairs.   
 

If you are interested in this opportunity and would like to help this ministry develop, please 
contact a Mission Board member.     
 

 

Bloodmobile  - On Saturday, November 17th, First Baptist Church hosted the blood 
drive and 58 pints of blood were collected.  We exceeded our goal by 13 pints!  Thank 
you to all who helped out that day, especially Shirley Mapstone for organizing this 
worthwhile event. 
 

CROP Walk Update  – The new total collected for CROP Walk is $1,420.00!! 
 



TRUSTEE REPORT 
  
We have several projects in the works during the next few months.   
 

–We are replacing the gym windows and adding storm windows. This should 
help save energy costs. George Oley might be able to use some help so call him 
if you are available. 
–George is also going to work on the King's Kids entranceway. This will help 
eliminate some of the ice problems that we have every winter.  
–As the Four for the Lord Campaign is finishing up, we will be taking the Parking 
Lot line off our financial report. The dollars left owing will be subtracted out of our 
Parsonage Fund as we already agreed to use that money for whatever was not 
donated. If you still have some of your pledge left to pay or want to contribute 
more, please note that it is for the parking lot and it will be added to the 
Parsonage Fund. 

If you have any questions on these or other topics for the Trustees, please call 
me. Thanks. Jo Ann Mostar 

  
��������
�

�����" �

�
�����6��
�9
����4����,	���:	�>�,�

?�
�:	�E.��"
���F��0��,��������
��
� ,�������	
���-� �� ����
��-�������� ���,����������
�������
����#���
�����7��	��

��

������,�������
�"�����		�.��/�

���

��+
���
>��������
��G��
���-��%���������������
	�	�	��#8������

��

��������(
�	��
���+��
�����
����

��*���
��	�
-�
�

��������������������������������������������������� �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�����������������	
������
����������
�
����
���� �
����������������������������� ��#$%&$'()*�+,,- �
�
�
�

�



��������	
�����
��������������

��������	�
����
���
 

��������	
����
��	��	����	
����������	�
������������
�������

�
�

�
�
�
�

����
�����������������������������
����������
�������������������
�

�

��������������������������	���������������
������������
�������������������
�

�

     Where:    First Baptist Church – Gym   
� ��������� ��������	�
����
�������
���	��������������������������� �

������������������������������������������������������� ���������	
�	�
��
�
�

����������������
��������
��������



�
 
 
 

����������	
 � ��� ���� ����� �	
� ���� �
�������� ���
���� ��� �������� �
�� � ��� ��
�	� ���
��
�	�������� ������� � �

�� ��� �	
� �	
��	�  � !"##� ��� ���� $�� �%� �� ���& � '�
��� ��
� �
���
����
����(((����
������&���
�
��$��)��������
��
�
$���
��	�� ������*��	�
���

+�� ��
�&��*� �	
� �	�������� �����,� � -	��� ��*�� *��� .
�
��$� ��� ��,� � -	�� *
�
� 	���
���
���,� � ��
� ���� *���� ��� ��
��� 
�� ����
� *
/��� 	��
� �� ��� 	�$
��
�� 
0��(� �+�� ��
�
&��*��	
����������*
��������
��	��&,,�����
�����������
��� ����
�
����*
/���	��
��
����
�
%��
������1����������������
��
��������(��-	���*
�
���
��
 ����
�����$���%,,,�

�����������������������������
� �����
���	
��	2*��
��	���������������	
�
���������
�	�% ��
���	����

������������������������%	�(���

���
�����	
�������

�����������������������
���������� �-
/�
����&��%����	����%���-���
������������&

�����
�
��
� �������� �

 
����������������	�
�������	�
������
������������������
��
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Website:   www.firstbaptist-manlius.org/youth �

��������	
�����
��	�
	�������������	������	������� �����������	�
��
�����
����������
���������
���

��������

���
�
��������

���

��
���
����
� ���
���� ��
!�"����
���
�#�$� ��

���������������

 

���������	
���
�
�����

���������	
������

���� ��
���	�������������
����������������������������������������������
���	�� ��������������

����������	�
���
�	�����	�	��


����	���������	
������	���

����	����
�	�	������
���

���������������������������

���� ���	����!����	��	������	���

�����  
 

��������	�����
���
��
�����������������

�������������������
�

����������	
������	
�������������� �

���������	
�������
	��������	������
�	������������

���������	�
�����
�������������������� ����

�������	�������

��
���	������	��������������

�����	����������	�����

�����	���������� �� ������������

�������!��" ����	������
�
���

��������	
������
��������������

������������������������������	��� �

!"#��$	���#��"��	�%��
� ���"�&��"�

 

�����������	��
��
��
��������	��������

������������������
���	��
�

 
�

������� ����� 	��� 
��	�� 
�	���� 
������� 	��

����� 	�� ���� �����
�� �	����	��� � ��� 
��� ����

������� 	�� ��������� �	����� ��� ����� �����	�

����	�����	�������	�	���������
����	����������

������ 
���� ����	����� ��� 	��� ���� ����� 	���

������
��
� ���������� �� 	�

��������	
 �����
 �

�����
 �
�������

�����
 �
�
 �
�
��
 ���������
 ����
����

�
��
���
����
����



��� ���� ���	� ��� 
� ����
�
� ����
����
��

�
� ����
��� ��
� ������� �����
�
	���� �����
�� �
�
� 
��� �������

���
���� � �
�
� �
��
�
�� 	���� �
�
�
��
���
�
��
��� �� ���
�



���������		
�	��������
�	 �
�

����������	
����
����	
�����	
��	������������	

�

�������	��������	��	����	
���	
�

������������		
���
�������������������������������	��
��
�������
�����������
����������	�����
������������������

���������������
��
�

�
����������������������������������������������������
����������  �

�

�������������
�!		��
�����"����������"�
��������������
�������
������������������������������ �

���������������

����������������������	��
�� 
  
�

���#�
�������������
�����������$�
�

������������ �����������	��

 �� �����
���������
���
���
��������������������
����
�����	��������������

������������ !�! �
�

�����������������	
�
���	�


���������������������
�������	
�

���
�

����������

�

	��
�����
������������������
�
�����
�������������������� ���
���!�
�"���
��#
��$
����

����������������������������������� 
�%���!��&


��
���������������������������� 
������'
(
�
��!��)���
������������������������������������*�+
��,������

�-���

��!��-���
.������,������%
�$�	�
���%�
���/�
$��

)�$���
�
��������������
�(��������
��
(��
�
�
��������������� �

���������	
��	�

� ���������������	����
�����
�����
�
�����	��
�����
��
�����������������
�����������
����������	�����	������	
�� �������������
�����������������	�������

���������
���	�����	�����	������� ���������� !"�
  !#��



 
                                      Join God’s Soldiers for 

 

Christmas Caroling! 
 

                                       Everyone is welcome! 
�

������������������������������
�

What? Christmas Caroling, Games, Refreshments and Gifts! 
 
When?  Sunday, December 9,   6 – 8:00 PM 
 
Where? Meet at 6:00 FBC for neighborhood caroling.  

Dress warmly! 
At 6:30 we will go to East Side Manor for more 
singing, refreshments, games, and gifts!   

 
Who? Everyone is welcome to join in this event, which 

is being sponsored by FBC’s  K – 5 kids, God’s 
Soldiers.  We can use all of your voices! 

 
Bring? Each participant is asked to bring 2 wrapped 

“Dollar Store” gifts.  One will be for an 
exchange among all participants, and the other 
will be for the East Side Manor residents.  
Suggestions include lotions, pens, notepads, 
toiletries, word search puzzle books, emory 
boards, nail clippers, and other small items 

�
�

 
 
 

Watch for more information in the church bulletins! 
Questions?  Call Barbara Brace, 682-6270. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesd
ay 

Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
The Retired Ministers  

and Missionaries 
Offering 
(RMMO) 

     
 

1 
7:30 pm 
Master’s 
Touch 
Chorale: 
Sanctuary 
Reception: 
Chapel 

2   8:30 am  Worship 
9:45-10:45   SunSchool 

11:00 am  Worship 
12:15 pm  Ministry 
       Support Comm.  

        6:00 pm   Trustees 
       6:00 pm   Youth  
       7:30 pm   Lessons 

                    & Carols/I.C. 

3 
 

4 
6:30 pm 
Christian 
Education 
Board Mtg. 
(Church 
Office) 
 

5 
6:30-8:30 
pm 
Basketball 
(gym) 
 
 

6 
5:30-7:00 
pm 
Craft 
Night 
(gym) 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9   8:30 am  Worship 
   9:45-10:45  SunSchool 
     11:00 am  Worship 
   12:15 pm  Missions 
    6:00 pm  Caroling 

10 
6:15 pm 
Diaconate 
Church 
Office 

11 
 

12 
7:00 pm 
Executive 
Comm. 

13 
6:30-8:30 
pm 
Basketball 
(gym) 

14 
 

15 
10:00 am 
Dress 
Rehearsal 
(Sanctuary) 

16  8:30 am Worship 
    9:45-10:45 SunSchool 
     11:00 am Worship 
       6:00 pm Christmas 
                          Play 

17 
January 
Newsletter 
Items are 
due 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
6:30-8:30 
pm 
Basketball 
(gym) 

21 
 

22 
 

23   
       8:30 am   Worship 

     9:45-10:45   Sunday  
                         School 
     11:00 am   Worship  
 

24  
Christmas 
Eve:  7:00 
pm Family 
Service 
(Pastor 
Leon) 
11:00 pm 
Candlelight 
Service 
(Rev. John 
Buskey 

25 
MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 

26 27 
6:30-8:30 
pm 
Basketball 
(gym) 

28 29 
 

30  
      8:30 am   Worship 

    9:45-10:45     
          No Sunday School 
     11:00 am  Worship 

31 
6:30 pm 
Unity 
Fellowship’ 
New Year’s 
Eve Party 
(Chapel) 

     

� 
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