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On Sunday, November 3p we will
begin the season of Advent. My sermon
series is entitled, “Come to the Manger.”
The series is an invitation to live with
expectancy for what God is doing among
us.

Christmas is the story of God coming
among us in the birth of Jesus. In the
season of Advent we prepare to receive
what God is yet to do.

In the consumer culture, preparation for
Christmas is focused on buying and
wrapping gifts, elaborate decorations,
and the many activities that lead up to
Christmas.

For many Christians, the renewed
emphasis on Advent has offered an
alternative to this hectic and draining
activity. We are called to prepare for
Christmas in ways that will help us
experience the birth, and prepare us for
Jesus’ return. Worship, prayer,
scripture, acts of service all become
ways to make us ready for what Jesus
might birth in us today.

The title of my sermon series comes
from a Bible study by Robert Kaylor. |
will use that study as part of a Sunday
morning adult class which will meet in
the Chapel.

| am expectant about various activities at
First Baptist during Advent.

- On Sunday evening, December14
a group of adults, youth and children
will bring us a play entitled, “Away
from the Manger.”

- Special music in
services.

our worship

- Opportunities to help others in need.
- Craft Night

- Christmas Caroling

- Christmas Eve Services

| invite you to use this Advent season to
take time to learn, reflect, share as you
come to the manger and discover what
God is doing in our midst.

Faithfully,

Pastor Leon

The Nehemiah Envisioning Team

At our last workshop, our team was
introduced to the concept of “Mental
Models”. Each of us has a mental model
that expresses our understanding | of
church, or mission, or education, |or
marriage, etc.

Sometimes, when we are having trouple
making progress on a project, it may |be
helpful to change our mental model. | If
we are feeling conflict with others in|a
relationship, it may come from different
mental models.

It is helpful to discuss our mental model
to be able to move forward on apy
project.

If you would like to know more about
“Mental Models” or the Nehemiah
Team, speak to Ross Binder, Barbara
Brace, George Davenport, Jillian Everly,
Mark Mapstone, Barbara Richardson,
Ann Shephard or Pastor Leon.







focman@twcny.rr.com or place them in the
secretary’s mail slot. Thank you

January Newsletter

items are due :

Monday, December 15 "

You may email the items to
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Where: First Baptist Church — Gym e 3\‘

God’s Soldiers
Pizza and Presents Event
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 630pm |3 4 5 9:00-3:00pm 6
RETIRED MINISTERS 6:30 pm Nehemiah Mtg. 5:30-7:00 pm ABC/NYS
AND MISSIONARIES Diaconate 6:30 pm Craft Night (gym) Board of Mission
OFFERING (RMMO) Board Trustees 6:30 pm Youth chapel, gym, kitchen
THIS MONTH Meeting Board Meeting Team Meeting No Stay ‘n Play
7 — 2™ Sunday of Advent 8 9 10 11 12 13
8:30 am Worship 7:00 pm 6:30-8:30 pm 9:30-
9:45am Sunday School Executive Committee Basketball 11:30 am
11:00 am Worship Meeting (gym) Stay ‘'n Play (gym)
12:15 pm Advent Choir Reh.
12:15 pm CE Board Meeting
6-7:30 pm Youth
14 — 3" Sunday of Advent 15 16 17 18 19 20
8:30 am Worship Newsletter 8:00 am 6:30-8:30 pm Playschool
9:45am Sunday School Items Due Staff Meeting Basketball Christmas
11:00 am Worship (gym) Program
12:15 pm Advent Choir Reh. 5:00-6:30 pm No Stay ‘n Play
12:15 pm Missions Board God’s Soldiers
6:00 pm Christmas Program (chapel and kitchenette)
21 — 4" Sunday of Advent 22 23 24  Christmas Eve 25 26 27
8:30 am Worship Church Office Closed MERRY Church Office
9:45 am Sunday School 5:00 pm ~ Children’s Service CHRISTMAS Closed
11:00 am Worship Pastor Leon -
12:15 pm Advent Choir Reh. 7:30 pm ~ Family Service
6:00 pm Christmas Caroling Pastor Leon
6:00 pm Snow Date for the 11:00 pm ~ Communion
Christmas Program Service ~ Rev. John Buskey
28 29 30 31

No 8:30 am Worship or

Sunday School
11:00 am  Worship

6:30 pm Unity Fellowship’s
New Year’'s Eve Party
(chapel)
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