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Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 19, 2004
WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service –10:45 a.m.
Rev. Bill Kerr

~Sunday School Christmas Program~

First Baptist Church of Manlius 
Fourth Sunday of Advent

 December 19, 2004 ~ 10:45 a. m.  
Quiet Time of Prayer

Songs of Praise and Preparation                                                     See Insert                                                                   

Meditation                                       “Noel”        –Henri Mulet/Joyce McCartney 

Call to Worship

*Hymn of Praise                   “Joy to the World!”                                   No. 171                                                                             
Kindergarten and First Graders                                   Mrs. Guynup’s Class
Lighting of the Advent Candles                                      The Buskey Family

     Jesus shows us God’s perfect love.  He is God’s perfect love in human form.  Those who believe in Him and live in Him, live in love.  Love transforms and perfects all things.  It never ends.  We light this candle today to remind us that God is love.  We thank God for the hope He gives us, for the peace He bestows, for the joy He puts into our hearts, and for the love that redeems us and shows us the way.
Unison Invocation
     O God of love, Emmanuel, send your light into our hearts at this time.  Help us to be ready for the time of Christ’s appearing.  Grant that we may so dwell in Him that His perfect love fills our entire being.  Make our worship a time in which we celebrate your love and are ready to show that love to the whole world – both today – and forevermore.  Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Anthem                        “Bright, Bright the Holly Berries”                –Adult Choir                                      

Scripture Reading                  Matthew 1:18-25                            Page #1497

Offering                                          

     Offertory                         “Concerto No. 1 in A minor”                                   –Bach
Laura Flagg, violin ~ John Spradling, piano
*Doxology and Dedication of Offering                                                                                                                      
Middle School Skit                                                                   Mrs. Dominy’s Class
Family Prayers                                                                            (Joys and Concerns)

 “The Misplaced Angel”

Announcer

       Kyle Short                 Chester (Angel 2)   Jeremy Mapstone Mehitabell (Angel 1)     Lucy Shephard          Other Voices       Joyful Sounds Choir

Songs
                                “Away in a Manger”         Courtney Shevchuk, cello
                                           “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”          Joyful Sounds Choir
“The Friendly Beasts”

                 Soloists:  Jeremy Mapstone     Alishia Foss     Brodie Shephard 
                                      Lauren Mapstone     Kelsey Mapstone
                                                      “Hydom, Hydom”                     Joyful Sounds Choir
“Rise Up, Shepherd and Follow”
“Mary Had a Baby”

Soloists:  Jessica Oley, Lexi Dominy, Allison Butler

                                                         “Silent Night”                  Choir and Congregation

~ ~ ~

        Director
     Shirley Mapstone
  Nursery

Sally Lyon

        Accompanist
     Mary Schwarz
   
  Kindergarten
Carole Guynup

        Casting

     Kathie Shevchuk

*Benediction

Postlude                          “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne”            –Timothy Matthews
Joyce McCartney
************************************************************************************************************************************************
*If you are able, please stand.
Worship Music copying permission given through CCLI #750603.
-Litany copied from material prepared by Rev. Richard J. Fairchild on his website.
ABOUT THIS MORNING

• Guests are invited to sign the guest book or fill out a visitor card.

• Hearing devices are available from an usher.

• Greeting:
Andy and Isaac Bailey and Michael Binder

• Ushers:
Erman Ferris and Peter Mapstone


• Child Care:
Betsy Burt

• Flowers:
today are from the Shevchuk’s in celebration of


Courtney’s 20th birthday on December 17th.
PRAYER AND CARE

  Prayer Needs:
Please call Sandy Haase at 682-8907 to contact the prayer chain.

  In Case of 
If you or anyone you know is in need of food 
  Emergency:
in times of sickness or family emergency, please notify Shirley Mapstone at 682-8169.

  Caregiver in Action:
This week please keep Virginia and Gordon 



Noble in your prayers, as well as their       Caregiver, Betty Heller. 
Rev. John Baker, Pastor Emeritus

John Spradling, Music Director

Joyce McCartney, Organist

Elaine LaFollette, Betsy Miller, Secretaries

Michael McCartney, Custodian

Cindy Mapstone, Christian Enrichment Coordinator

Kathie Shevchuk, Christian Enrichment Coordinator

Shirley Mapstone, Joyful Sounds Director

Mary Schwarz, Praise Team Director

Wendy Mapstone, Playschool Director

Marge Edwards, King’s Kids Director

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Poinsettia Pick-Up – Please see Jean Lynn Buskey before picking up your poinsettia plants.  Thank You.

Christmas Caroling – All are welcome to join in the fun and spirit of the season!  Gather at the Church this Wednesday, December 22nd, 7:00 p.m., and we will be singing our way through the streets of Manlius that surround the Church.  What a great way to feel the Spirit of Christ and spread the good news of Jesus to our neighbors.  We will stroll and sing for an hour followed by Hot Chocolate and snacks in the kitchen!

Worship Service - An intimate, praise-filled worship service will be held in the library Thursday, Dec. 23rd 6:45 to 7:15 pm.  Please bring a candle, an experience of God acting in your life, a Scripture, or a song to share with a small group of brothers and sisters who want to praise and exalt God.  
New Year’s Eve Celebration – Everyone is invited (no age limit) to the Green Lakes Bowling Alley on Rt. 5 in Fayetteville on Friday, December 31st, 3-6 p.m.  The cost is only $5.00 per person and includes 2 hours of bowling, shoe rental and food.  To reserve your spot, please call Kathie Shevchuk at 682-8678 by Sunday, December 26th.
Unity Fellowship – New Year’s Eve Party is set for Friday, December 31st at 6:30 p.m.  Appetizers will be served in the Library and dinner will be served at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel.  The committee consists of Bob and Shirley Mapstone, Erika Buchanan and Ellen Price.  All are invited!!
Monday Night Bible Study – The “Never Ending Bible Study” on Monday nights at 7 p.m. will not be meeting the month of December.  We will resume our study on Monday, January 3, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the Library.
Promise Keepers - Meetings will begin Jan. 2005.  Any men interested in meeting one Saturday a month, please contact Eugene White at 682-7009.
Bereavement Card Ministry – This is a ministry which Margaret Vermilya took care of for years.  Would anyone like to take on this ministry?  Margaret would send cards of condolence to members of the Manlius community.  Please contact Dave Bates (637-9581) if you are interested.  

2005 Envelopes – are in the Narthex and ready for pick up.  Thank you.  
Sam’s Club - If you are interested in renewing or becoming a Sam’s Club member for 2005, please contact Ruth Bates at fbct408@twcny.rr.com or 637-9581.  Thanks! 
ABW Ministries – Exec. Mtg. - will be held on Mon., Dec. 19, 9:30 am/ Library.

- Canceled Stamps – See insert.  - Mark Your Calendars – White Cross Work Meeting will be Monday, February 7, 10:30-1:30 p.m. in the Chapel, and the Lenten Bible Studies will be Tuesdays (March 1, 8, 15 & 22) at 10:30 a.m., Chapel.

Mitten Tree – Mittens, gloves & hats can still be placed on the Mitten Tree (Chapel area), which will be donated to students in the Syracuse City School District.
Please call Kathie Shevchuk with any questions at 682-8678.  Thank You!
                                                                      CALENDAR
 SUNDAY, December 19th – Fourth Sunday of Advent 

  9:30 a.m.  Sunday School and Adult Education
10:45 a.m.  Worship Service/Rev. Bill Kerr 
After Worship:  Soup ‘n’ Sandwich Luncheon in the gym
MONDAY, December 20th

  9:30 a.m.  ABW Executive Meeting in the Church Library

WEDNESDAY, December 22nd
  9:30 a.m.  Stay ‘n’ Play until 11:30 a.m. in the gym 
  7:00 p.m.  Christmas Caroling – meet at the Church
THURSDAY, December 23rd
  6:45 p.m.  Worship Service in the Library until 7:15 p.m.
  7:30 p.m.  Choir rehearsal until 9:00 p.m.
FRIDAY, December 24th – Christmas Eve ~ Rev. John Buskey is Preaching

  5:00 p.m.  Children’s Service

  7:30 p.m.  Family Service

11:00 p.m.  Communion Service

NEXT SUNDAY, December 26: “Service of Carols and Readings for Christmas” 
  9:30 a.m.  Sunday School and Adult Education  
10:45 a.m.  Worship Service/Rev. Bill Kerr    
*************************************************************************************************************************************

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THIS WEEK

-Pastoral Search Committee – Pray for decisions being made about two candidates. 
PREVIOUS PRAYER REQUESTS  
     Please Pray for:                                                         Requested by:

     Rev. John Baker and his wife, Wanda

   Nancy Bishop

     Patricia, sister of





   Eugene White
     Rosa Cano’s mother (dementia)


   Ana Corona

     Rosa’s husband and daughter



   Ana Corona

     Thomas Pucket (leukemia)



   Ana Corona

     José Cuto






   Ana Corona
     Steve Poole





   Dave Knaebel
     The Bice Family


Do you have a prayer request to share?
Please call Elaine in the church office by Wednesday morning.

PRAISES
“Thank you to Shirley Mapstone and ABW Ministries for the gift of fruit.  It was so thoughtful and very much appreciated.”  –Ken and Ada Phelps
“Christmas Greetings to my church family and a healthy, happy New Year to everyone.  Love and God’s Blessing, Edith Laning.”
“Dear ABW Friends, Thank you for the generous and attractive baskets of fruit to remind us of God’s precious gift.  May He bless us all.”  –Rose Huffaker

“Thank you to the mystery person who had a beautiful poinsettia delivered to the Church office for me!”  Your kindness and thoughtfulness are greatly appreciated.”  –Elaine LaFollette
“Many thanks to the Christian Education Board for my generous Christmas gift certificate.”  –Shirley Mapstone
Poinsettias have been given for the beautification of our Church sanctuary during this Christmas season by the following people:

–John and Wanda Baker in memory of Lucy Baker.
–Elsie and Ken Bex in memory of Margaret Vermilya.
–Dick and Nancy Bishop in memory of loved ones.
–Ana L. Corona in memory of my mother and my mother-in-law.
–The Davenport’s in memory of our parents, Wilson Worman, and John Spry, and to the Glory of God.
–Bob, Jill and Robert Doss for the blessing of wonderful parents and grandparents, Russell and Mary Jane Davis and Robert and Harriett Doss.
–Marge Faucett in memory of Harold Faucett.
–Rich and Shirley Griffith to the life of Gertrude Wright Griffith, in memory of Willard  Griffith and Jim and Mary Radigan, and to Jim, Tracey, Carolyn, Audra, Jon, and  Allison.
–Anne Guild in memory of Robert T. Platten, Jr.
–Carole Guynup in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Holt and Mr. and Mrs. Charles Guynup.
–Rose Huffaker in memory of loved ones.
–Jessie Mapstone in memory of loved ones.
–Mr. and Mrs. Robert Mapstone in memory of our parents, Carl and Anna Nello and Lynn and Emma Mapstone.
–Wilma Meigel in memory of Margaret Vermilya, Leah Stark, and Charles Meigel.
–Eugene and Cecile White in memory of Louise White, Florence Bubla, and Patricia Muller.
The 12 Days of Christmas
The popular song "The Twelve Days of Christmas" is usually seen as simply a nonsense song for children.  However, some have suggested that it is a song of Christian instruction dating to the 16th century religious wars in England, with hidden references to the basic teachings of the Faith.  They contend that it was a mnemonic device to teach the catechism to youngsters.  The "true love" mentioned in the song is not an earthly suitor, but refers to God Himself.  The "me" who receives the presents refers to every baptized person who is part of the Christian Faith.  Each of the "days" represents some aspect of the Christian Faith that was important for children to learn.

In the Western Church, the 12 Days of Christmas are the twelve days beginning on December 25, and extending through January 5 (the Twelfth Night).  Epiphany begins on January 6, and is recognized as the day the three Magi, or Wise Men arrived to present their gifts to the Baby Jesus.  Their gifts, of course, were Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh.

The Twelve Days of Christmas

Revised and improved by our Middle School Youth

Kathleen Bates, Grace Binder, Alishia Foss,

Jeremy Mapstone, Brody Shephard

Directed by:  Melissa Buskey
1* Baby Jesus    2* Parents   3* wise men    4* Camels    5* Cows    6* Donkeys

7* Doves    8* Angels    9* Pigs

10* gifts    11* Shepherds

12* Sheep

       The 12 Days of Christmas
The popular song "The Twelve Days of Christmas" is usually seen as simply a nonsense song for children.  However, some have suggested that it is a song of Christian instruction dating to the 16th century religious wars in England, with hidden references to the basic teachings of the Faith.  They contend that it was a mnemonic device to teach the catechism to youngsters.  The "true love" mentioned in the song is not an earthly suitor, but refers to God Himself.  The "me" who receives the presents refers to every baptized person who is part of the Christian Faith.  Each of the "days" represents some aspect of the Christian Faith that was important for children to learn.

In the Western Church, the 12 Days of Christmas are the twelve days beginning on December 25, and extending through January 5 (the Twelfth Night).  Epiphany begins on January 6, and is recognized as the day the three Magi, or Wise Men arrived to present their gifts to the Baby Jesus.  Their gifts, of course, were Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh.

The Twelve Days of Christmas

Revised and improved by our Middle School Youth

Kathleen Bates, Grace Binder, Alishia Foss,

Jeremy Mapstone, Brody Shephard

Directed by:  Melissa Buskey
1* Baby Jesus    2* Parents   3* wise men    4* Camels    5* Cows    6* Donkeys

7* Doves    8* Angels    9* Pigs

10* gifts    11* Shepherds

12* Sheep

CANCELLLED STAMPS

     Ever wonder where all of those cancelled stamps you collect for ABW Ministries go?  Here is a little explanation:

     The cancelled stamps get sent to Dr. Vila in Grand Rapids, Michigan who sells the stamps to dealers and then, with the money, buys paper to print Christian books in Spanish to send to Latin America.  They have requests for about one million stamps a month but receive only about 600,000.  One pound of stamps will pay for ten pounds of paper!

     With Christmas quickly approaching, lots of cards will be coming in the mail, so please cut the cancelled stamps out leaving ¼” border on all four sides.  If you cut too close, any damage to the perforation will make the stamps useless.  There is a box in the Narthex where you can place all of your cancelled stamps.  

     Dr. Vila thanks you as do the women in the ABW Ministries!

-Submitted by Ruth Costello
      [image: image1.wmf]
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

at

First Baptist Church
of Manlius

5:00 p.m.
Children’s Service
             7:30 p.m.
Family Service

           11:00 p.m.
Candlelight Service

~ ~ ~
Rev. John Buskey

Please join us in celebrating this beautiful season!
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